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SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
 

“The Love of God!”   
     

Just the other day on my way to work the words to this hymn kept ringing in my ears. You know the one where 
the first stanza says, “Love sent my Savior to die in my stead, why should He love me so? Meekly to Calvary’s 
cross He was led; why should He love me so?...”  
 
Upon further reflection on these heartfelt words, it occurred to me how so many people simply do not or 
cannot understand how Christ could dare love the unlovable! In his letter to the Romans, the apostle Paul 
writes: “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us” [Romans 5:8]. In other words, while we were dead in our trespasses…while we were ‘children of 
wrath’…Christ, who was without blemish, took upon Himself our sins! 
 
In the verse immediately preceding, Paul reminds us that it is inconceivable how someone might die for a 
righteous or even a good man! But then, none of us were either good or righteous! He died to free us from the 
guilt of sin and shame. He lowered Himself in order to exalt us. He who was rich became poor, so that we 
might become rich in the bountiful blessings bestowed by a heavenly Father. 
 
This raises the question, “Why did God have to love us…first?” Are we incapable of loving God or others? 
Yes, mankind is capable of loving; at least to a degree. But the kind of love Jesus demonstrates…the kind of 
love He offers…is a sacrificial love…an enduring love…an irresistible kind of love. For His love never fails! 
Jesus’ love is a love that saves us from ourselves! 
 
In 1 John 4 the apostle John explains God’s love this way: “Dear friend, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God; everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love 
does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His 
one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him.” John goes on to say, “This is love: not 
that we love God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins” [1 John 
4:7-10]. 
 
In his book, The Pursuit of God, A. W. Tozer writes: “We pursue God because, and only because, He has first 
put an urge within us that spurs us to the pursuit.” In other words, God woos us, entices us, He draws us to 
Himself. Tozer goes on to say, “The moment the Spirit has quickened us to life in regeneration our whole 
being senses its kinship to God and leaps up in joyous recognition… It is, however, not an end but an 
inception, for now begins the glorious pursuit, the hearts happy exploration of the infinite riches of the 
Godhead.” 
 
In a word, we were conceived in sin, but now we have undergone a spiritual rebirth; whereby we truly can love 
one another… For love is from God!    
 
Have a care, 
 
Pastor Cooper 
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Finance Committee Report 
 
For the month of March our unrestricted 
contributions were $41,225.00 and our 
expenses were $21,001.51. Contributions for 
the first three Sundays in April were $30,002. 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
 

Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance 
Fund totaled $360.00 for the month of March.  
This fund is used for building and maintenance 
expenses and to cover emergency costs that 
may arise. 
 

Mother’s Day 
 
Next Sunday, May 11th is Mother’s Day.  
Pastor Bob Williams will be preaching that day. 
 

Notes of Thanks 
 

Dear Grace Family: 
 
We want to sincerely thank all the folks from 
Grace who sent sympathy cards or phoned us 
regarding Earl’s daughter, Linda, who died 
suddenly from a massive stroke. The 
outpouring of sentiment really touched our 
hearts and we thank God for the kind notes 
and words. Although “community” is part of our 
church name it is the “family” type of friendship 
that we cherish. Please pray for Linda’s 
daughter (23) that needs a lot of guidance and 
support. 
 
God Loves You and So Do We!   
Earl & Nelsine Ellsworth   
 
Pastor Cooper, Great Staff & Elaine, 
 
Thank you for expressing God’s love in such a 
thoughtful way. How thoughtful for you to send 
an additional $657.00 Love Offering. You are 
so thoughtful and generous. We deeply 
appreciate it. 
 
Our deepest love and best to you, 
Norm and Kay, Steve and Vicki, Doug and 
Melissa, and Mitch (Gospel Quartet “Legacy”) 

Sunday Fellowship is an integral part of our 
worship service and is enjoyed by many. As 
chairperson of Fellowship I would like to say 
thanks to Kay MacKeever for her time and 
talents in decorating each month of the year. 
The room is always so lovely and inviting. I 
would also like to thank Ava Olson, Beth Terry, 
Carol Jones and JoAnn Smith for shopping, 
serving and cleaning up each week. I am sure 
many share my appreciation as they enjoy 
fellowship each Sunday. Remember, God 
Loves a faithful servant and we certainly do. 
 
Becky Reid 
 
Dear Grace Church Family,  
 
I, and my daughter Joan, wish to thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts for all your on-
going prayers for her cancer. We just recently 
received word that she is cancer free. Praise 
the Lord! You are kind, caring, loving people 
and may God Bless all of You! 
 
Ella and Joan 
 

Lost & Found 
 

There are many items in the lost and found 
box in the Resource Center! As soon as you 
enter the room there is a bookcase to your 
right. The box is on the top shelf. Also there is 
a coat rack in the corner to your left and it has 
lost items on it. Please check and see if 
anything belongs to you!   
 

 
A Tribute to Mothers 

"M" is for the million things she gave me, 
"O" means only that she's growing old, 
"T" is for the tears she shed to save me, 
"H" is for her heart of purest gold; 
"E" is for her eyes, with love-light shining, 
"R" means right, and right she'll always be 

Put them all together, they spell "MOTHER," 
A word that means the world to me. 

Howard Johnson (c.1915) 
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May Birthdays 
 

5/03 Gloria Zanin 
5/04 Ed Thompson 
5/05 Ann Sawyer 
5/06 Harriette Bjork 
5/07 Merv Olson 
5/09 Marie Rogeness 
5/12 Kay MacKeever 
5/13 Randy Bice 
5/14 Don Anderson 
5/15 Claire Anderson 
5/19 Ella Gignac 
5/20 Shirley Freese 
5/22 John Nessen 
5/24 Tim Evans 
5/25 Marcia Lantz 
5/26 Thelma Patrick 
5/27 Malcom Matheson 
5/31 Altha Sleeman 
 

Missionary Family Birthdays 
 

5/20 Timothy Hamilton 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 

May Anniversaries 
 

5/07 Dave & Linda Cormany 
5/09 Hal & Elaine Delfosse 
5/14 Steve & Carol Jones 
5/16 Chuck & Patsy Turner  
5/25 Bud & Mary Merkel 
5/26 Ron & Kim DeFevre 
5/26 Chuck & Betty Lundeen 
5/26 Bob & Jo Ann Smith 
 
Happy Anniversary! 
 

Benevilla in Surprise 
 

Benevilla offers many wonderful programs and 
services. They have Adult Centers, Caregiver 
Support Groups, Home-Delivered Meals and 
many, many more programs. Please see their 
pamphlets and literature on the table in the 
Resource Center. You’ll be surprised at all they 
offer. They are cultivating caring communities. 
 

 

Memorial Day 2014 
 
Grace Community Church is planning a 
photographic display in the Fellowship Hall, 
Sunday May 25th and June 1st in honor of 
deceased former U.S. Military Veterans.  
Photos can include those of relatives dating 
back to the Civil War. Photos in uniform are 
desired, but not required. All photos will be 
copied and returned. A basket for the photos 
labeled. “VETS” will be placed in the Resource 
Room. Photos displayed last year need NOT 
be re-submitted. Please place your name on 
ALL submissions. DEADLINE for submission is 
May 18th. For additional information contact: 
JOHN WINN @ 623-546-8362. 
 

Summer Months 
Meeting Schedule 

 
No Education Meeting until September 
No Ministry Council until September 
No Bible Prophecy until October 
No Women’s Council until October 
No Worship & Music until October 
No Ministry Council until September 
 
You will see the notices in the bulletin prior to 
the meetings or classes resuming. 
 

FYI 
 

To: Church Members and Friends, if you need 
to leave me a note requesting something that 
needs to be done, please leave your name on 
the note. It will be greatly appreciated. Thank 
you, Ella, Church Secretary. 
 

Storage Concerns 
 
The well-intentioned practice of donating items 
to the church often creates storage problems 
for our church. Our storage space is limited 
and overcrowding affects our ability to function 
efficiently. Therefore, the Property Committee 
will function as the appropriate point-of-contact 
for accepting or declining future gifts. Thank 
you for your understanding and cooperation.  
Contact Merv Olson at 623-975-4172 with your 
gifting questions. 
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